Early hospital experience with fluphenazine decanoate.
Naturalistic data are reported concerning the first year of hospital use of fluphenazine decanoate. Observations revealed that staff psychiatrists were cautious in their initial use of this product, consistently reserving it for those patients who were very uncooperative about taking oral medications. Outcome of treatment was regarded as satisfactory in only 38% of the patients and a number of unusually severe and prolonged side effects were encountered. A conservative position about the use of depot medications in the treatment of schizophrenia is advocated until further studies of specific target areas for such treatment can be accomplished.